


Success Criteria

Aim
• I can understand some of the main animals that live in Kenya.

• I can name 5 animals that live in Kenya.
• I can tell my partner 2 reasons why animals migrate (move).

• I can explain why animals are important to Kenya.

• I can explain what ‘endangered’ means and why animals in Kenya 
might be endangered. 
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Animal Tennis

START

How many African animals can 
you name in a minute?

Take it in turns to ‘bounce’ an 
animal to each other with your
home learning helper!

Who will serve first?

Read, steady… play!



What Can You Remember?

National parks and game reserves are 
all very different in Kenya. They have 
different climates, weather and 
landscapes. This affects the animals 
that might be found there and the 
habitats that they make.

What is a national park?

What is a game reserve?

What is the difference?

Photo courtesy of Jessica Keating Photography and ninara (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Magical Migration

• In Kenya, animals migrate (move) from one place to another, across the land.

• Animals migrate for many reasons, such as to find food, water or shelter.

In Kenya, there is a very well-known, huge migration of wildebeest each year. Over 
two million animals migrate from the Serengeti National Park to the Maasai Mara 
National Reserve during July to October, covering 2000 miles!

The wildebeest even have to cross the Mara River, where crocodiles prey on them!

What does migrate mean?

Photo courtesy of Christopher.Michel and Thomson Safaris (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Magical Migration

Why do animals migrate? What problems might they face?
Here is the link, just in case:

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/wildebeest-migration/

Photo courtesy of Christopher.Michel (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/wildebeest-migration/


African Animals

Why do you think animals are 
important to Kenya?

Why are tourists important to 
Kenya?

One of the main reasons tourists 
visit is to see the ‘Big Five’.

What are the ‘Big Five’?

National parks and game reserves are home to thousands of different species.

Thousands of tourists visit Kenya each year to go on safari, to explore the 
magnificent landscapes, observe the wildlife and experience the climate.



African Animals
The Big Five is a name given to the largest and most dangerous 

African animals: lion, leopard, African elephant, rhinoceros and Cape 
buffalo. The Big Five name was also given by hunters to name the five 

most difficult animals to hunt on foot. 

Write or draw five animals that 
you can see.

Challenge: Which of the ‘Big Five’ 
did you spot?

Here is the link:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programm
es/p011smwc

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011smwc


African Animals

An endangered species is a species of 
animal or plant that is at risk of 
becoming extinct.

This could be because of their habitats 
being destroyed, hunting by humans 
and a change in the climate.

Some animals in Kenya (and in 
other worldwide countries) can be 
endangered.

What is an endangered species?

Can you name any endangered 
species?

Photo courtesy of Derek Keats and Zambog (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution

Endangered Species



black rhino

Photo courtesy of Zambog (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Brown spider monkey

Photo courtesy of Tambako the Jaguar (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



African Lion

Photo courtesy of Flying Fi5h (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



cheetah

Photo courtesy of Tambako the Jaguar (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



African elephant

Photo courtesy of M1key.me (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Grevy’s zebra

Photo courtesy of rosshuggett (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution



The Big Five
• You are going to 

research one of 
the ‘Big Five’ 
animals.

• Use your Big 
Five Research 
Activity Sheet to 
collect ideas.

• Choose one of 
the ‘big five’ to 
research and 
ask your home 
learning helper 
to help you.



The Big Five
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